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Playa
Factoids
. ’Eewor “playa”

means beach in Spanish,
but its English definition
derives from an alternate
use of the term: “a tract of
hard clayey land which
frequently becomes cov-
ered with water during
heavy rains, and finally
becomes dry again; a

dried-up lake basin.”

* 60,000 years ago
this was the bottom of a
lake — Lake Lahontan.
The silt that now makes
up the Playa’s surface lies
nearly two miles deep in
some spots.

® An estimated 50
percent of all gold-seek-
ing immigrants in 1849
crossed the Playa on the
Applegate trail.

* During the 1940s
and 50s, the desert was
used as a bombing range.
Unexploded shells and
live ammunition can still
occasionally be found.
Stay clear! They can still
explode. ~

¢ In 1983, a British
racing team set a world
land speed record on the
playa: 633.468 miles per
hour.

* If you’ve ever seen
the movie Buckaroo Banzai
Across the Eighth Dimen-
sion, you may recognize
the playa as the site where
Buckaroo first achieved
crossover in the jet car.
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Satellite Map of Black Rock Desert

Travel Tips for Playa Explorers

v A.lways let your

neighbors in camp know

where you’re going and
how long you plan to be
one.

Vv Avoid the outer
edges of the Playa, par-
tdcularly the southernmost
patchnear Gerlach and the
area southeast of Black
Rock. These regions,
though they may look dry,
are impassable most of the
year.

v There are aban-
doned mine shafts
throughout the surround-
ing hills. Stay clear unless
you have a hopeless fasci-
nation with loose rock, rot-
ten timbers, bad air and
rattlesnakes.

v When you leave the
Playa, watch out for ani-
mals, especially at night.
The entire area is open
rangeland and there may
be livestock or wild horses
on the roads.

v Beadvised that many
of the nearby “towns” listed
on the map are in fact de-
serted ghost towns. Hardin
City, Trego, Sulfur and
Leadpville are all uninhab-
ited. Ranches listed on
some maps are inhabited
only part of the year.

vV Any time you drive
out of camp, carry survival
gear and supplies for at
least 24 hours, including
highway flares, jack, spare

tire, compass, water and
blankets. Consultyour reg-
istration packet or a Black
Rock Ranger for details.

v If private land is
posted, respect the signs.
Private ranches can usually
be identified by the clusters
of buildings, fenced pas-
tures, and, if you come too
close unannounced, the
muzzle flash of shotguns.

v The BLM advises
that the most dangerous
roads in the area are the
graded, graveled, all-
weather roads. People tend
to travel much faster than
the 45-mph limit.

v The road through
High Rock Canyon is an
axle-buster. Locals suggest
you avoid it, even in a high-
clearance 4-wheel drive.

v If you get stuck or
break down, your bestbetis
probably to stick with your
vehicle. Black Rock Rang-
ers will be monitoring CB
Channel 23. At night, use a
highway flare to signal for
help. If you feel you must
leave your vehicle, leave a
note saying when you left
and which way you went.
Avoid walking in peak sun
hours (Noon - 4pm). Keep
in mind that any food you
eat will require extra water
to digest, and that you can
go for weeks without food
but only a day or two with-
out water.

QUOTE-O-THE-DAY

“Leadme not into temptation; I can find the

way myself.”

—RiTA MAE BROWN

NSA PHOTO

Reset your watch for
dreamtime. Recalibrate your
reality meter, or better yet
leave it in the car. You are
here now, and here is like
nowhere else in the world:
off the scope, under the ho-
rizon, over the edge. Wel-
come to Black Rock Desert.
Welcome to Burning Man.

Opver the past week, our
advance crew has trans-
ported and assembled many
of the key elements of this
festival, including the Man
itself. Now an even more
vital component hasarrived:
you.

Think about it. The
Burning Man is the focus of
our celebration, but in the
final analysis it’s just a stack
of lumber and bolts and
sweat; every person here,
yourself included, is infi-
nitely more valuable than
that. Our community ben-
efits from your every contri-
bution, andisin factnothing
more than the sum of all
those contributions. Look
around you. There is noth-
ing here but us and what we
have brought. Three days
from now this place will re-
vert to its native emptiness,
but today we have the power
to make it into anything we
want it to be. Your imagina-
tion, humor and talent are
an inseparable part of that
process. And, by the same
logic, ifyou havea lousy time
it will probably be your own
fault.

Keep in mind that the
wide variety of participants
here will create an extraor-
dinarily diverse mix, and that
some of what you encounter
may seem weird, inexpli-
cable, even disconcerting.
Hang onto your sense of
humor. Out here in the
desert, one of the last places
on earth where eccentricity
is still prized as a virtue, the
locals have learned that tol-
erance is the key to success-
ful coexistence — indeed, to
survival. Let’s follow their
lead.

— Lloyd DeVoyd, pub.
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1993 Donner Award Results Announcements

‘ N T * Potluck Luau, tonight
ell, y’all have been waiting nearly a year for it, so here it is: the award no one | at Tiki Camp. Bring ice,
wants to win because being a winner means you're really a loser: the Donner Award. | rum, etc. Go Hawaiian!
Every year, the Black Rock Rangers sit down and elect the person or persons who | Follow the sound of many
stretched their resources to the limit through poor planning, bad luck, ignorance, pig- | blenders.
headedness, or just plain stupidity. It’s named, of course, for those unhappy camperswho | 4
ran out of food back in the winter of 1846 and ended up eating each other. Desert Sitaworks
And the winners are (drum roll please): the yellow-bellied, lily-livered HBO video
crew who jumped into their RV and high-tailed it across the Playa when itstarted to rain.
These greenhorns started a stampede which scattered a fair portion of camp to the four | {00 o0 performance at
winds, and it took the Rangers all night to round ’em up. Amazingly no one was hurt,but | g .11 Springs tonight.
with zero visibility and a wet Playa surface, we were really lucky. Ask at Central Camp for i
Ifitstarts to rain, keep your head screwed on. Storms are normal out here, and what
little rain ends up hitting the Playa dries out mighty fast. The rain will stop in a while,
and if it doesn’t, well, maybe we’ll have to dig out a few cars but at least we’ll still be
around to do it. Driving across the Playa in a storm is dumber than kissing a rattlesnake,

a collaborative troupe of
sculptors, musicians and
performers, will stage an

directions to the site.

¢ Go to Hell! Helltown
needs souls. Writhe in

so batten down your hatches and stick it out in camp instead. You'll be glad you did. agony with us. South side
If you've got any questions about desert survival, or if you want to submit a of camp.
nomination for the ‘94 Donner Award, just flag down any Black Rock Ranger. * Photo Exchange
Network. If you have a

The Fourth Estate MeetsthePlaya | som e o

by Utterly Alex, Fourth Estate Tent and receive a list of all

other photographers at
Wa the playa’s long b 7) Unsubstantiated il &ﬁse""mi' i
ell, campers, the playa’s long been nsubstantiated rumors sti .
known as the place where the real and the  abound about a Japanese station as well; * Crush . The
. . band Sharkbait is procur-
surreal worlds tend tomerge and intermingle, ~ and CBS News. ; ; .
ing sticks and crushing

to the point at which it becomes tricky to Also, expecta host of freelance print | . for Crushf
figure out which is which. Adding fuel tothis  and photo journalists, representing pub- InSIEments tor b THS 305,
already existing fire, there will be various lications like the Nose, the Nevada Cou- ?rparuilﬁlator%lrhythm ;
film crews around and among you this year.  rier (?) and German news magazines. er(lizy At tl\f i:h ZP P ?in n
Here’s the lineup so far: Get to know the press! You'll recog- ;an e WSIh kl:: o ;;y
1) Australian Broadcasting Company.  nize them by the snappy press badges lurg:llg'f arl AIL15 250
2) The Canadian Broadcasting Com-  they’re sporting. They’ve already been ookimngor vonteers o

pany, and its show called Zero Avenue. informed about basic courtesies on the gsssm;iwuh hz’t’n dlér}lg the
3) Monk Magazine (video crew). playa, and have been indoctrinated with d an W‘t);;m’ aIn nese
4) BeloProductions, filmingforalate-  our primary (and only) dogma — not to rtgosril ;gg.' quul.f
night syndicated TV show. interfere with anyone’s immediate expe- | ™ arkbaltment o
5) Scott Pauly, a New York freelance  rience. If press people happen to getin | ° Calling all kids! Join
video producer and crew. your way, just let them know about it | the Black RockJr. i
6) TV Channel 4 from London (Sat-  (they may be blissfully unaware of any | Rangers! Learn survival
urday and Sunday only). transgression) — if it continues, let us | skills, meet Danger

know about it. | Ranger, get free stuff. 2 be

i it be- 1, ask any Ranger!
Blackrockcazette | 1993 CROSSWORD SOLUTION  (This way, it be- | 1, askany Bang
is published on-site comessuperfluous « Twisted Times.

-| by the San Francisco P C; . :
Cacophony Society 3 FlolR[rImla]sls aln[T) tospray-paint“No | Realty-based infotain-
(415.665-0351) wi LIAIR[E z A ” ;
support from Twisted N * o Z1ERILIAIC W Spectat?rs }2;;31‘1055 ment qu.arterly. Free'ls.sue
Times (P.0. Box aTALD A B EnoRRg O anyone’s vehicle.) to Burning Man partici-
271222, Concord CA F We d 1-

94527) 'and The Box | 1R T RIT e do we pants. Send S.A.S.E. to
it | Sl S Rl come membersof | Box 271222, Concord, A
cis<t:o, CA ?1411t0h)‘ To ' ' wlololo oyB Bup themediaintoour | 94527 with 75¢ postage.
get in touch with the B b 3 8 3 € £ community as part
Gazette staff, leave a AT E 3 0 P ofthe s e?t’ P of * Th‘e‘BOX. Worthles{s
message on the bul | {pTal,: el Y] aleitiHiMalzl={s s . pectrum rant-‘zine devoted to lives
55'%5%355&?@52%?' NERA AR K £ z ritual fun, without | (¢ in own West Coast
including leters to 0 LA TS ean promoting an us- | i Send S.A.S.E. to
e editor, group pro- [ A I . : . ol

fles, caroons, and P LIAlV A 3 BOG them situation, | 1707 § Van Ness Ave.,
camera-ready photo- ElA Alsls Llalw since we more or :
graphs are gladlly ac- A D N 0 ollv L6 |ess have the same San Fl'anClSCO, CA 94110
2585? %gta";”“””e 3 alntele RISERT s HT | here. with 52¢ postage.

: 3 2 s ] MA 6 905 goals out here:

Publisher: N QuERREHS BN B participation in Do you have an announce-
Lioyd DeVoyd. £ - 2 R NIEJE S the Burning Man | ment? Let us know. Or don’t.
Editor: Stew® A AR RIA experience. Whatever.
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