




Secondary 
Containment System 
All fuel containers, regardless of size, need to have 

secondary containment. A secondary containment device 

should be capable of holding 110% of the largest single 

container placed within it. 

Fuel drums will require a hand pump for 

dispensing. When not in use, you should 

always place the nozzle in a holder 

above the drum height, such as a nozzle 

hook on a pole. If the nozzle is placed in 

the secondary containment or in 

a position lower than the 

level of the fuel in the drum, 

a suction can be created and 

all of the fuel will be drawn 

out of the barrel in a big spill. 

Spill Control and Response 
Preventing spills on the surface of the Black Rock desert is 

essential to our continued use of this resource for our 

event. It is also important to be good stewards of public 

lands and to leave no trace. The playa surface itself adds 

to the challenge because of its absorbent nature. 

Spill response and containment 

control materials should be 

kept on hand to deal with any 

spill quickly. Basic fuel spill kits 

should include a shovel and and a 

sealable container such a a 5-gallon 

bucket for storage and disposal. 

Spill control measures should be 

proportionate to amounts of fuel stored. 

Report Spills 
Fuel spills must be reported to Black Rock Rangers or 

Emergency Services located at the 3:00 and 9:00 plazas 

or Center Camp. Reports should include a specific 

location and contact person at that location. 

Separation & Emergency Egress 
A distance of 10 ft. or greater must be maintained 

between any stored fuels (liquid fuels and compressed or 

liquefied fuel gasses) and any combustible materials 

(e.g., shade structures or tents) or sources of ignition 

(cars, trailers, etc.).

A fire lane of 20 ft. shall be kept free of obstructions to 

provide emergency access for fire vehicles if needed. No 

liquid fuel storage shall be closer than 50 feet from 

another liquid fuel storage area.  A distance of 20 ft. is 

required between liquid fuel storage areas and liquefied 

petroleum gas (propane) storage areas.

All fuel storage must be protected from vehicle collision. 

A safety area of 10 feet around the fuel storage should be 

marked as "off limits" using caution tape or other 

equivalent measures.

Fire 
Extinguishers 
At least one hand-held 

portable extinguisher with 

a 40-8 rating is required 

for any fuel storage area. 

The extinguisher must be 

placed 8-10 feet from the 

fuel storage and placed in 

a location where it is 

visible and easily 

accessible. 

Commercially bought fire 
extinguisher holders can 

be useful in making sure 

your fire extinguisher 

doesn't walk off and it is easily visible. To make a homemade 

one, take a 5 gallon bucket, fill it with concrete and put a 

pole in the middle. Add brackets to the pole to attach the 

fire extinguisher. T he weight of the bucket should be able to 

withstand the gale force winds of the playa. 
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