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WEIGHTED RESULTS 

2012 Burning Man Census 
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The Census is a collaborative research project that started in 2002. 
 
Although the BRC Census is technically a survey and not a real census 
(where everyone in a population was sampled), it provides the most 
complete picture of the highly diverse population of Black Rock City. 

What is the Census? 
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•  Based on analysis of 9578 paper forms filled out in Black Rock City during 
the event in 2012 (roughly 1 in 5 citizens!) 

•  For the first time in BRC history, these results were weighted to correct for 
non-response biases. 
–  Implication: these results are the most reliable estimates available 

concerning the BRC population 
•  Project was approved by a research ethics committee (@ Denver 

University) and confidentiality of respondents is protected 

Method 
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•  In 2012, the Census lab decided to improve their weighting method 
•  The main improvement was the addition of a weighting procedure to 

correct the biases in the Census due to self-selection. (i.e., burners who 
decided to fill out the Census might be different from those who chose not 
to fill it out) 

•  In population surveys, the national census is used as a reference to 
weight (i.e., adjust) each survey. 

•  In 2012 BRC Census, the “unbiased” reference came from randomly 
sampling cars at the gate during ingress, asking a dozen 
sociodemographic questions of each sampled burner who accepted. 

•  Thus, the results from 2012 Census were weighted according to this 
random sampling at the gates, improving the collective accuracy of the 
data. 

Details about the weighting procedure 
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This presentation covers the descriptive results for the most important 
questions.  
The first section of results contrast the weighted (i.e., corrected results and 
the unweighted (i.e., original but biased) results to help understand the 
usefulness of the procedure. 
The remaining sections present only the weighted results 
These results are the most reliable estimates that we have of the Black 
Rock City population. 
The “real” population values could be slightly different from the presented 
values due to measurement error 
For more results, visit us on the playa (near Center Camp) and follow the 
Census Lab’s blog at  

 http://blackrockcitycensus.wordpress.com 

2012 Census Results 
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Weighting the 
Census 
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•  Inherent self-selection bias in past surveys 
•  2012 complemented census with a random sampling at the gate 
•  Random sample allowed us to weight the collected data 
•  Variables used to weight the 2012 Census: 

–  Gender 
–  Age 
–  Are you a Virgin? 
–  Foreign 
–  English Speaker 
–  US Party Affiliation 

Variables used to weight the 2012 Census 
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represented 
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Weighting Variables 
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represented 
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Sociodeomographic 
Characteristics 
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Sociodemographic Characteristics 
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Median Age: 32-33 
Median Income: $40-$42 
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Sociodemographic Characteristics 
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Sociodemographic Characteristics (USA) 
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Sociodemographic Characteristics 
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18 

Sociodemographic Characteristics 
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Sociodemographic Characteristics 
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Burning Man 
Related Variables 
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Burning Man Related Variables 
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Burning Man Related Variables 
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Burning Man Related Variables 
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Burning Man Related Variables 
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Burning Man Related Variables 
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Burning Man Related Variables 
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Which burn events are MOST important to 
you (1:most; 5:least) 
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Burning Man Related Variables 
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Identity & Self 
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Identity & Self 

68% 

8% 

24% 

Do you consider yourself 
married       
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      Yes  
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12% 

Do you consider yourself as a 
person of color 
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      Yes  
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Identity & Self 
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How do you describe your 
spirituality 
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65.8% 

Do you belong to a religion 
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Identity & Self 
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Identity & Self 
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Identity & Self 
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heterosexual category to avoid overestimating the proportion of minorities 
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Identity & Self 
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Identity & Self 
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              Trans  

* Respondents who did not provide specific information about their sexual labels were included in 
the cisgender category to avoid overestimating the proportion of transgender respondents.  

Whole population 



37 

Identity & Self 
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Values & Desires 



39 

Values & Desires 
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Values & Desires 
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Im_not_into_that  

   Committed_rel*  

            Sure    Its_a_priority  

         Ive_had  

Are you hoping to have a sexy encounter? 

(females) 

(males) 

* Committed_rel = “It sounds interesting but I’m in a committed relationship  
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Values & Desires 
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led the 2012 Census project.  
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Data visualization:  
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many ways : research collaborators, volunteer coordinators, statisticians, camp builders, 
gate samplers, keypunchers, census lab hosts, graphic designers, and many more. These 
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We would also like to thank the Burning Man organization for the resources that they provided 
both on playa and off playa and for believing in the project.  
A final thanks to all the BRC citizens who contributed to the 2012 Census. The Census project 
could not exist without you.  
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For more information about the 2012 Census project or the people involved 
in the project, please write to census@burningman.org . 
 
For more information about this report, please write to Dominic Beaulieu-
Prévost at beaulieu-prevost.dominic@uqam.ca . 
 
You can also access the Census blog at 

http://blackrockcitycensus.wordpress.com .  
 

Still Curious? 


